
          
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
  

COSI and Ohio Library Council Kick Off 
Summer Program to Provide Youth 
Learning Across the State 
 

Over 25,000 Learning Lunchboxes will be distributed as part of the Ohio 
Youth and Learning Initiative 
  
 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (June 2, 2022) – Building on the success of last summer, the 

Center of Science and Industry (COSI), the #1 Science Museum in the country as voted 

by USA Today’s 10Best, and the Ohio Library Council will distribute over 25,000 COSI 

Learning Lunchbox STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art and math) kits to 

Ohio’s 251 public library systems this summer to support youth learning across the 

state. 

  

The Ohio Distance Learning Initiative is an innovative program led by COSI and the 

state of Ohio, as well as an unprecedented collaboration of meal providers, libraries, 

museums and cultural institutions across the state to deliver free, hands-on science kits 

called Learning Lunchboxes to help bridge the education gap in communities. These 

boxes, historically created to be distributed alongside meal programs, provide five 

activities aligned with Ohio’s learning standards and promote science, technology, 

engineering, arts, math (STEAM), culture, history, and more. The Learning Lunchboxes 

are tailored to specific themes, such as Space, created in partnership with NASA. COSI 

is also distributing a limited number of free kits to each of Ohio’s 611 school districts to 

help enhance in-class learning. 

  

This year, COSI will be providing a dinosaur-themed kit to help amplify the library theme 

of summer learning around “Oceans of Possibilities.” 

  



“This summer is an excellent chance to provide critical learning, and we must all work 

together to help those who are underserved and those who were disproportionately 

impacted by the pandemic. We are excited to partner with the Ohio Library Council and 

hundreds of libraries across our great state in the coming months to serve families and 

youth.” said Dr. Frederic Bertley, president and CEO, COSI. 

  

“Ohio’s public libraries are known for their outstanding summer reading programs, but 

we are thrilled to partner with COSI to make even more STEAM learning opportunities 

available to Ohio’s youth this summer. We know the pandemic caused learning loss and 

our libraries are working hard to help bridge that gap. Your local library is the perfect 

place to find fun, educational activities.” said Michelle Francis, executive director, Ohio 

Library Council. 

  

To date, COSI has distributed over 100,000 Learning Lunchbox kits to serve students, 

families and underserved youth. 

  

The Ohio Library Council is the statewide association representing Ohio’s 251 public 

library systems (rural, urban and suburban) and the 8.4 million library cardholders they 

serve. 
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