
 

WEEK IN REVIEW 
Friday, February 5, 2021 

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine Week in Review 

For the week ending February 5, 2021 

Throughout the week, Ohio Governor Mike DeWine and Lt. Governor Jon Husted provided 
updates on Ohio's response to the COVID-19 pandemic, announced details of the Governor's 
Executive Budget for Fiscal Years 2022-2023, and more. 

 

On Monday, Governor DeWine and Lt. Governor Husted unveiled their Executive Budget 
for Fiscal Years 2022 to 2023, which includes an aggressive plan to spur Ohio’s continued 
recovery by investing in communities, people, and businesses. Through the Investing In Ohio 
Initiative, the Executive Budget launches a strategic effort to invest more than $1 billion 
toward accelerating economic growth and ensuring economic vitality. 

“We have a unique opportunity to make significant investments that will spur growth and 
economic renewal across the state,” said Governor DeWine. “The Investing In Ohio Initiative 
supports both our people and our economy as we continue to prepare for the future and 
showcase Ohio as the premier place to live and work.” 

At the onset of the pandemic, Governor DeWine took swift action to control state spending 
through targeted revenue reductions, which along with increased funding from the federal 
government, limited the economic impact of the pandemic on the state budget. The Investing 
In Ohio Initiative targets one-time investments to the most hard-hit industries in the 
pandemic.  

Governor DeWine’s proposed Executive Budget also invests in key administration initiatives, 
such as RecoveryOhio, Children’s Initiative, H2Ohio, workforce development, TechCred, and 
broadband. 

The proposed Executive Budget "blue book," including Governor DeWine's full budget 
recommendations, and budget highlights, can be found on budget.ohio.gov. 
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On Tuesday, Governor DeWine outlined steps that Ohio has taken and will take to address 
inequities in healthcare as they relate to vaccine accessibility.  

"There are Ohioans who simply do not have equal access to healthcare," said Governor 
DeWine. "We have worked hard to address these gaps, especially in our efforts to roll out the 
vaccine, but there is still more to do."  
 
Geography: Instead of offering the "mega vaccination sites" being seen in other states, Ohio's 
vaccination plan focuses on ensuring that there are multiple vaccine providers in every county 
in the state. This week, more than 700 providers across Ohio are receiving the vaccine to help 
ensure that Ohioans have access to vaccine close to home.   
 
Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs): These health centers serve highly vulnerable 
neighborhoods. Ohio's vaccination plan offers vaccines at these facilities for equitable 
distribution. More than 60 of these centers are receiving vaccine this week.    

Pop-up Vaccine Sites: Ohio is working with FQHCs, faith-based communities, and local 
health departments to pilot pop-up vaccination sites in at-risk communities.  Two sites were 
hosted at an FQHC in Columbus last week and another pop-up vaccination site is scheduled 
this week in Cleveland. 

Transportation: The Ohio Department of Health is working with the Ohio Department of 
Medicaid to provide transportation options for those who want to receive the vaccine but face 
transportation barriers. 

Local Health Departments: Many local health departments are prioritizing underserved 
populations by partnering with organizations that work to serve African American, Hispanic 
and Latino, and other underserved populations to provide education and offer opportunities 
for vaccination when vaccine becomes available. 

Education and Communication Strategies: In addition to newspaper, television, and radio 
advertisements focused on reaching underserved populations, Ohio will also launch a series of 
virtual town hall meetings to gain a better understanding of the barriers to vaccination and 
develop solutions. The events will be coordinated in partnership with Ohio's Minority Health 
Vaccine Advisory Group, whose mission is to help advise the Ohio Department of Health on 
how to best deliver the vaccine to underserved populations and better ensure equity. The 
townhalls will be live-streamed during the week of February 22. To learn how to participate in 
these events, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov.  

Affordable Housing Vaccination Clinics: Next week, the Ohio Department of Aging, in 
partnership with key state and local organizations, will offer on-site vaccination clinics at 
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affordable senior housing communities as part of its Regional Rapid Response Program. On-
site clinics will be coordinated with support from the Ohio National Guard.  

VACCINATION STATUS UPDATE 

Governor DeWine and First Lady Fran 
DeWine both received their first dose of 
the coronavirus vaccine on Tuesday 
morning from Dr. Kevin Sharrett at 
Kettering Health Network’s Jamestown 
office in Greene County. The DeWines 
became eligible for the vaccine this week as 
part of the 70 and older age group. 

Those currently eligible to receive vaccine 
in Ohio are:  

• Those 70 years of age and older  

• Teachers and school personnel who are necessary for in-person learning in specified counties 

• Individuals with severe congenital, early-onset, or inherited conditions and with developmental 
or intellectual disabilities 

Individuals with severe congenital, early-onset, or inherited conditions and developmental or 
intellectual disabilities should have been contacted by their local county board of 
developmental disabilities to schedule their vaccination. If you believe that you or a loved one 
falls into this category and hasn't been contacted, please contact your county board of 
developmental disabilities. 

NURSING/ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 

Of Ohio's 920 skilled nursing facilities, Ohio has administered first doses of vaccine in 100 
percent of these facilities. The second dose has been given in 89 percent of facilities.   

Of Ohio's 645 assisted living facilities, Ohio has administered first doses in 86 percent of these 
facilities, and second doses have been administered in 48 percent of facilities. 

Plans are in place to continue vaccinating in these facilities as new residents move in. 

LONG-TERM CARE REVACCINATIONS 

On Tuesday, Walgreens Pharmacy alerted the Ohio Department of Health that vaccines that 
had not been stored under the proper cold storage conditions were administered on Monday 
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to some residents in five long-term care facilities. Following guidance from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, residents who received these vaccines will be revaccinated.  

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION - DATAOHIO 

Lt. Governor Jon Husted announced that the Ohio Department of Education is the latest 
agency to join the DataOhio portal, with seven key datasets and visualizations added on 
January 29, 2021. 

The DataOhio Portal launched in December of 2020 to the public and featured more than 200 
datasets and over 100 visualizations from four State of Ohio agencies. Nearly half of the 
datasets added to the portal are available to the public for the first time. 

Users can view these newest datasets and visualizations under “Recent Datasets” 
at Data.Ohio.Gov. The DataOhio Portal team continues to add additional agency datasets, 
visualizations, and portal features, with a new Agency being announced in the coming weeks, 
including additional Ohio Department of Education datasets and visualizations.  

 

On Wednesday, Governor DeWine detailed public safety and criminal justice projects 
prioritized as part of his Executive Budget proposal for the 2022 – 2023 biennium. 

"Crime can destroy lives, make our communities unlivable, and shatter all our dreams for the 
future. Every child deserves a safe neighborhood to grow up in," said Governor DeWine. 
"These budget proposals are focused on assisting local law enforcement in their work to catch 
criminals, prevent crime, and save lives." 

• A total of $10 million over the biennium would fund a grant program to help local law 
enforcement agencies outfit more officers with body cameras across the state. The use of 
body cameras is not mandated in Ohio. It is estimated that up to two-thirds of all law 
enforcement agencies in the state, primarily Ohio's smaller agencies, do not outfit their 
officers with cameras due to equipment and video storage costs. 

• Governor DeWine’s Executive Budget proposal doubles the investment in Ohio’s Narcotics 
Intelligence Center (ONIC) to $13 million over the biennium. Governor DeWine created 
the ONIC in 2019 with a $6.5 million investment from the Ohio General Assembly in the 
previous operating budget. 

• A total of $8 million over the biennium would be allotted to a new grant program to assist local 
law enforcement in implementing new violence reduction strategies to prevent and solve 
crimes. 

• Governor DeWine’s Executive Budget proposal invests $4.6 million over the biennium into 
the Ohio School Safety Center (OSSC) which was created in 2019 with existing resources 
within the Ohio Department of Public Safety. 

• A $1 million investment over the biennium would assist local law enforcement agencies in 
recruiting and retaining qualified, diverse law enforcement officers. The Law Enforcement 
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Recruitment Grant Program would be administered by the Ohio Law Enforcement 
Recruitment Office which was launched by Governor DeWine in June 2020 as a centralized 
resource for law enforcement agencies working to recruit more minorities and women. The 
office also assists authorities with policies and practices to screen out candidates not suited 
for a law enforcement career. 

• The Executive Budget proposal also invests a total of $1 million over the biennium into 
the Ohio Governor’s Expedited Pardon Project. The project, which operates with the help 
of the law clinics at The Ohio State University and the University of Akron, puts certain 
rehabilitated citizens on a fast-track to be considered for a Governor’s Pardon. 

The proposed Executive Budget "blue book," including Governor DeWine's full budget 
recommendations and budget highlights, can be found on budget.ohio.gov. 

 

On Thursday, Governor DeWine noted that Ohio is among the top five states for delivering 
COVID-19 vaccine doses to long-term care facility residents. As a result of this aggressive 
effort to vaccinate those in long-term care, Ohio is beginning to see a drop in cases. 

Pfizer has notified Ohio that they believe they will increase their shipment of vaccine by 40 
percent around mid-to-late February. Shipments could additionally increase even more by the 
end of March. Pfizer is currently shipping approximately 73,000 doses to Ohio per week. 

Moderna doses have increased from 73,200 two weeks ago to 105,600 doses that are expected 
next week.  

Ohio was one of the first states to draw unused doses from the long-term care program, and 
those 77,000 extra doses are being delivered this week to select CVS and Walgreens 
pharmacies. 

ODJFS PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP TEAM  

Governor DeWine announced the formation of a new Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services (ODJFS) Public-Private Partnership Team to improve Ohioans’ experiences with the 
unemployment system.   

Members of the team will include highly-skilled experts, most of whom are on loan from some 
of Ohio’s top banking and insurance companies: 

• Fifth Third Bank 

• Nationwide  

• Western & Southern Financial Group 

• Encova Insurance 
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• KeyBank 

Pat Tiberi, President and CEO of the Ohio Business Roundtable, worked with business leaders 
to identify the best talent for the partnership team who have experience in large organizations’ 
call centers, claims processes, and fraud detection.  

"These experts will provide recommendations and solutions to improve the call center, claims 
process, and fraud detection efforts in the state unemployment system," said Governor 
DeWine. "They’ll examine short-term and long-term improvements. Our goal is quick action 
while keeping an eye on the long-term best processes going forward, and we will continue 
working to improve the unemployment system so that eligible Ohioans in need can receive the 
financial assistance they are counting on during this pandemic."  

The team currently has around 16 members but is expected to grow. 

UNEMPLOYMENT UPDATE 

This week, Ohio has paid out nearly $100 million to more than 110,000 Ohioans receiving 
traditional unemployment. This represents some extended weeks of benefits plus an additional 
$300 a week, which were included with the new federal aid. 

Starting this Saturday, more than 155,000 Ohioans will also start seeing benefits from this new 
federal aid package. This includes Ohioans who recently lost a job as a result of the pandemic 
as well as Ohioans who continue to be impacted due to the pandemic.  

By the last week in February, all Ohioans impacted by unemployment will have the ability to 
claim all the weeks and supplements available under the law and receive the benefits they are 
owed. 

OPIOID SETTLEMENT 

Governor DeWine also commented on Ohio's $24.7 million settlement with McKinsey & 
Co. for its role in fueling the opioid crisis. The settlement is part of a $573 million national 
settlement encompassing 47 states, the District of Columbia, and five U.S. territories. 

Settlement funds will be distributed as part of the OneOhio plan which focuses funding to 
programs that address prevention, treatment, and long-term recovery as well as criminal justice 
and public awareness costs that promote the overall health and well-being of Ohioans. 

Ohio was one of the first states to file lawsuits against the opioid manufacturers and 
distributers that pushed millions of addictive pills into Ohio. Last year, the state developed the 
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OneOhio partnership with Ohio townships, villages, cities, and counties that filed suit against 
these same companies.  

"Although McKinsey was not a part of the lawsuits that brought Ohio together under the 
OneOhio plan, I am pleased that Attorney General Dave Yost has decided to leverage this 
recent settlement to start the work of OneOhio and begin the development of a statewide 
foundation," said Governor DeWine. "We remain committed to holding these drug 
manufacturers and distributors accountable. When the settlements for those cases happen, 
Ohio will be ready to implement the necessary funding, programs, and services for Ohio’s 
communities." 

 

Also on Thursday, Lt. Governor Husted announced that the first phase of the Broadband 
Telehealth Pilot Project at Switzerland of Ohio School District in rural Monroe County is fully 
operational after partnering with InnovateOhio, BroadbandOhio, the Ohio Department of 
Education, the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, and the Ohio 
Department of Medicaid last year. K-12 students in the district will now have access to mental 
health counselors in real time. Previously, counselors had a commute of up to 60 minutes to 
reach children in need.   
 
By connecting schools with mental health providers through telehealth, the project takes 
another step in the state’s efforts to expand and enhance high-speed internet access to 
unserved and underserved Ohioans. 

“In less than a year after we announced the pilot project, we have delivered access to telehealth 
services to the 2,000 students and families in the largest, most rural school district in Ohio," 
said Lt. Governor Husted. “Because this was the most difficult test-case, it now serves as 
roadmap for all schools in Ohio to deliver health and counseling services to students who 
previously had difficulty accessing them in a timely manner and who often went unserved.”  

In March 2020, Governor DeWine and Lt. Governor Husted announced the Telehealth Pilot 
Project, which would allow in-demand counseling for students by creating spaces within the 
school compliant with federal regulations and capable of live video and audio feed to meet this 
need in a virtualized manner. 

Lt. Governor Husted also announced the launch of the second phase of the project, which will 
work to connect the school’s existing fiber-optic network directly to remote offices of mental 
health professionals, so students can have access to care and additional services, beyond the 
two counselors who physically work in the schools. The first such connection is with pilot 
project partner, Southeast Healthcare Facilities. 
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On Friday, Governor DeWine made several appointments, including to the Dentist Loan 
Repayment Advisory Board, Ohio Board of Motor Vehicle Repair, Ohio Martin Luther King 
Jr. Holiday Commission, and others.  

 

As of Friday, there have been 914,530 confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 in Ohio 
and 11,571 confirmed and probable COVID-19 deaths. A total of 47,338 people have been 
hospitalized, including 6,821 admissions to intensive care units.  

In-depth data can be accessed by visiting coronavirus.ohio.gov. 

For more information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-
833-4-ASK-ODH. 

  

 

Throughout the week, Ohio Governor Mike DeWine was joined by Lt. Governor Jon 
Husted, and provided updates on Ohio's response to the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as 
other state initiatives. 

 

On Sunday, Governor DeWine signed the following bills into law. 

House Bill 404, sponsored by Representatives Susan Manchester and Bride Rose Sweeney, 
allows the boards of trustees for Ohio's public universities to meet electronically. 

House Bill 151, sponsored by Representative Rick Carfagna, temporarily grants qualified civil 
immunity to health care isolation centers to protect medical professionals from liability claims 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. The bill also expands the authority of emergency 
medical technicians (EMTs) to provide medical services in hospitals, if needed. 

 

On Monday, Governor DeWine was joined by leaders of the Ohio Hospital Association to 
discuss the status of hospital capacity and healthcare personnel needs in Ohio as the number of 
COVID-19 cases continue to surge throughout the state. 
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Between Sunday and Monday, Ohio reported 282 new hospitalizations. Additionally, Ohio 
reported 11,885 COVID-19 cases in that period. Due to an electronic lab reporting technology 
issue, information from multiple labs was not processed for two proceeding days and was 
consequently included in Monday's report.  

“[Last] Thursday, Ohio hospitals had more than 3,800 COVID-19 patients, which was the 
highest patient count we had seen so far.  Today, we are reporting 4,358 COVID-19 
hospitalized patients,” said Governor DeWine. “The virus is quickly spreading throughout our 
entire state and is dramatically impacting all of our healthcare zones and their ability to care for 
patients.” 

At the beginning of the pandemic, Governor DeWine worked with the Ohio Hospital 
Association to develop a comprehensive statewide public health system to ensure that all 
Ohioans have access to quality care during the pandemic. As part of this process, the state was 
divided into three healthcare zones. Leaders of each zone provided an update on hospital 
capacity in their regions.  

ZONE 1 

Zone 1 has seen a consistent climb in 
COVID-19 hospitalizations in recent weeks. 
Additionally, Zone 1 is experiencing a sharp 
increase in caregivers becoming ill with 
COVID-19.  

“My biggest concern today is that within the 
Cleveland Clinic system, alone, we had 970 

caregivers out due to coronavirus,” said Robert Wyllie, MD of the Cleveland Clinic. “These 
caregivers are not catching this in the hospital, but rather in the community.  As the 
community spread increases, so does the number of caregivers who are in quarantine from 
exposure or who are sick with coronavirus.” 

ZONE 2 

Two weeks ago, Zone 2 hit a milestone of 560 
COVID-19 patients hospitalized throughout 
the region. 

  

“On November 2, Zone 2 had 400 patients in 
our hospitals. And not even three weeks later, on November 21, we surpassed over 900 
patients,” said Andrew Thomas, MD, MBA, of The Ohio State University Wexner Medical 



 

Center. "Until we see cases peak and start to come down in a sustained way, Ohio will 
continue to see hospitalizations rise.” 

ZONE 3 

Additionally, Zone 3 has seen an increase in 
cases and hospitalizations throughout the 
region. 

  

“In late September, Zone 3 had 90 
hospitalizations. This was at a time when we 

were opening businesses, and kids were going back to school,” said Richard Lofgren, MD, 
MPH, FACP, and president and CEO of UC Health. “This really speaks to us because we 
know how to keep this virus at bay. But, unfortunately this virus is now everywhere.” 

The increase in hospitalizations throughout the region has taken a toll on caregivers, as well. 
Several hospitals in Zone 3 have reported a nursing shortage. 

RURAL HOSPITALS 

Ronda Lehman, PharmD, MBA, FACHE and president of Mercy Health, also discussed the 
hospital capacity among many rural communities. 

“The number of coronavirus patients who require hospitalizations are happening at a faster 
rate than we are discharging them," said  Lehman. "The ability to discharge patients safely with 
adequate care, such as providing oxygen or skilled nursing home placement, is also burdened 
like our hospital systems.” 

 

On Tuesday, new data compiled by the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) showed that 98 
more deaths were reported between Monday and Tuesday, which at the time was the second-
highest number of deaths reported in a single day in Ohio since the start of the pandemic.  

A total of 364 new hospitalizations were also reported throughout the state in that period, and 
8,604* additional positive COVID-19 cases were recorded. 

Total hospitalizations are continuing to trend upwards, with 4,449 patients currently 
hospitalized as of Tuesday. Of these, 1,046 patients are in intensive care units. 
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The current surge in cases is believed to be linked to people gathering on and around 
Halloween.  

"This holiday season, let’s show each other how much we care by making the necessary 
sacrifices to ensure we will all be healthy to celebrate next Thanksgiving," said Governor 
DeWine. "Approximately one in four of all hospitalized patients in Ohio is infected with 
COVID-19, and this continues to put tremendous stress on Ohio hospitals in every corner of 
the state." 

"The big fear is if we don't take the message of masking, distancing, and avoiding big groups 
seriously, Thanksgiving could result in our hospitals being overwhelmed," said Ohio 
Department of Health Chief Medical Officer Dr. Bruce Vanderhoff. "It's very serious. It's a 
matter of personal responsibility, and we owe it to each other." 

*Total case numbers for Ohio are currently incomplete. Thousands of reports are pending review.  

BAR & RESTAURANT ASSISTANCE FUND 

Lt. Governor Husted announced that less than half of the eligible permit holders have 
submitted an application for the Bar and Restaurant Assistance Fund as of Tuesday. 

Roughly 30 different permit types, including bars, restaurants, breweries, distilleries, wineries, 
casinos, and private clubs may be eligible. Ohioans can find a list of eligible permits, along with 
the application, at BusinessHelp.Ohio.gov. 

$5 BILLION DIVIDEND FOR OHIO EMPLOYERS 

At the urging of Governor DeWine, the Ohio Bureau of Workers' Compensation (BWC) 
board voted unanimously to approve issuing $5 billion in dividends to Ohio’s employers in 
mid-December to ease the financial pressures caused by the coronavirus pandemic. This is 
nearly four times the dividend BWC issued in October, bringing total dividends this year to 
nearly $8 billion. Employers should expect to see their checks in the mail in mid-December. 

OHIO TO WORK 

In September, a new initiative was announced in collaboration with JobsOhio called “Ohio to 
Work,” to help Ohioans who are looking for a job during the pandemic. 

The initiative pulls together employers, nonprofits, educators, and training providers to help 
Ohioans reskill and restart their careers. 

Lt. Governor Husted said on Tuesday that the program is currently being piloted in the 
Greater Cleveland area, and October’s first Virtual Career Fair had more than 30 employers 
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with over 1,000 open jobs. More than 700 job seekers attended. The next Virtual Career Fair is 
Thursday, December 10. To register, visit OhiotoWork.com. 

ADDITIONAL GUESTS 

During the briefing, Governor DeWine and Lt. Governor Husted were joined by four Ohioans 
who discussed their experiences with COVID-19 and/or their experiences treating patients 
with serious complications from the coronavirus.  

Stephanie Marshall, a respiratory therapist at Grant Medical Center in Columbus, described 
treating patients struggling with respiratory complications and later being admitted to the 
hospital herself for serious COVID-19 complications.  

Susan Norvell, a Middletown resident, discussed her family’s experience with COVID-19.  All 
four people in her household were infected with coronavirus, and their experiences ran the full 
range from asymptomatic to mild symptoms to intensive care.  

Matthew Colflesh, MD, from Trinity Medical System in Steubenville, stressed that although the 
eastern part of the state did not see surges in the spring and summer, their hospitals are now 
becoming stressed with a high number of hospitalizations. 

Jasmine Shavers, a nurse at Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton, discussed her experiences caring 
for patients in the hospital's all-COVID intensive care unit. 

 

Also on Tuesday, Governor DeWine signed Executive Order 2020-39D: Directing 
Expenditure of Fiscal Year 2021 TANF Funds by the Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services. 

Executive Order 2020-39D authorizes the Governor's Office of Faith-Based and Community 
Initiatives ("GOFBCI") to expend up to $13,285,000 during Fiscal Year 2021 on Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families ("TANF") allowable expenses. 

 

On Wednesday, ODH released a travel advisory for Ohio citizens planning to travel to other 
states, which advises against travel to states with a positivity rate of 15 percent or more. 

Ohio's positivity rate, which is the daily percentage of positive tests reported to ODH, has 
reached 14 percent. 
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"Like so much of the country, Ohio is now a high-risk area," said Governor DeWine. "We're 
asking that everyone heed the recommendations of the travel advisory, even if you aren't 
leaving the state. Please stay home, and ask your friends and family to refrain from visiting this 
Thanksgiving." 

In addition to Ohio's travel advisory, the updated Ohio Public Advisory System map (below) 
was published on coronavirus.ohio.gov.  

 

Also on Wednesday, Governor DeWine and Lt. Governor Husted issued a proclamation that 
declares Thanksgiving Day 2020 as a Day of Prayer, Gratitude, and Remembrance.  

The proclamation recognizes the resilience and determination of Ohioans who are taking 
necessary steps to emerge from this crisis, care for their fellow citizens, and support Ohio's 
healthcare workers. The proclamation also encourages Ohioans to pause and acknowledge 
those currently suffering from COVID-19 and those who are grieving the deaths of loved ones 
who have died because of the virus. 

 

On Thursday, Governor DeWine wished Ohioans a happy Thanksgiving. 

"Our prayer for our own family, and our prayer for your family, is really the same," said 
Governor DeWine in his social media address. "And that is that next Thanksgiving, when we 
are free of this virus, we'll all be together." 

 

On Friday, Governor DeWine signed Ohio’s Certificate of Ascertainment, which identifies 
the appointed electors and final vote count in Ohio for each candidate in the U.S. Presidential 
Election held on November 3, 2020. 

Ohio’s Certificate of Ascertainment shows the most popular votes, 3,154,834, for Donald J. 
Trump and Michael R. Pence. 

“As Chief Executive of the State of Ohio, I certified today the Certificate of Ascertainment, 
which is a part of the electoral process in our state,” said Governor DeWine. “I want to thank 
Ohio voters for exercising their right to vote, as well as all of our poll workers, local election 
officials, and Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose for a smooth democratic election process 
in Ohio.” 
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The Certificate of Ascertainment is the legal document that links the popular vote in Ohio to 
the electoral process. Federal law requires the Chief Executive of each state to certify the 
Certificate of Ascertainment. 

The State meetings of the electors will be held on December 14, 2020. At the meetings, the 
electors vote for President and Vice President. 

Under Ohio law, the candidate with the most popular votes in Ohio receives all 18 of Ohio’s 
electoral college votes, which will be cast by the electors: 

Ken Blackwell, Bonnie Ward, Barbara Clark, Keith Cheney, Mark Wagoner, Dave 
Johnson, Joy Padgett, Patti Alderson, Steve Loomis, Rob Scott, Patricia Weber, Robert 
Paduchik, Karen Arshinkoff, James Wert, Jim Canepa, Jane Timken, Darrell Scott, 
Madison Gesiotto  

 

 

Also on Friday, Governor DeWine signed two bills into law. 

Senate Bill 178, sponsored by Senator Kirk Schuring, authorizes podiatrists to administer 
influenza vaccinations to people seven years old or older. 

Senate Bill 89, sponsored by Senator Matt Huffman, makes various changes in education and 
higher education. 

 

As of Friday, there have been 399,808 confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 in Ohio 
and 6,346 confirmed and probable COVID-19 deaths. A total of 25,960 people have been 
hospitalized, including 4,571 admissions to intensive care units. In-depth data can be accessed 
by visiting coronavirus.ohio.gov. 

Please note that today's data may be incomplete while thousands of reports are pending review. 

For more information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-
833-4-ASK-ODH. 
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