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Ohio Governor Mike DeWine Week in Review
For the week ending October 30, 2020
Throughout the week, Ohio Governor Mike DeWine was joined by Lt. Governor Jon
Husted, and provided updates on Ohio's response to the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as
other state initiatives.

On Tuesday, Governor DeWine announced that 82 of Ohio's 88 counties are now considered
high incidence counties as defined by the federal government. This means that the county has
seen more than 100 cases per 100,000 residents in the last two weeks.

Governor DeWine also announced that number of patients treated in Intensive Care Units at
hospitals throughout the state are at the highest rate since the beginning of the crisis. He said
that based on the indicators we have not yet reached the peak of our hospitalizations, and the
ICU utilization has doubled since the beginning of October. Governor DeWine explained that
most of Ohio’s cases are a result of community spread.
“As the virus spreads in the community from gatherings where people aren’t wearing masks or
social distancing, it directly impacts our ability to keep our schools open, to protect our
vulnerable elderly in nursing homes, and to keep our hospitals from being over-run and
exceeding capacity,” said Governor DeWine.

Governor DeWine reminded Ohioans of the fundamental ways to stop the spread of the virus.
• Wear a mask when you are out in public, when you go to a store, and when you are with

friends.

• Keep your distance.
• Wash your hands often.
• Keep your building well-ventilated.

He also asked Ohio businesses to allow employees to work from home, when possible; to
remind employees of the ways they can stop the spread of the virus; and require customers to
wear masks.
Governor DeWine also called on community leaders to inventory where they are in the battle
against COVID-19. He asked them to work together to assess where they are, what they need
to do, and set goals in their fight against the virus. The Governor and Lt. Governor will begin
calls with the community leaders to develop strategies forward, starting with the three counties
on the watch list.
ELECTION UPDATE
Governor DeWine was joined by Secretary of State Frank LaRose for an update on the
election on November 2, 2020. Secretary LaRose outlined the precautions that the Board of
Election offices are taking to keep Ohioans safe while voting. Secretary LaRose also reminded
Ohioans that they can cast their vote early in person, by mail or on election day.
Additional information about the election, such as hours of polling locations, can be found
at VoteOhio.gov.

On Wednesday, Governor DeWine was joined by Lt. Governor Husted to request the Ohio
Bureau of Workers' Compensation (BWC) send up to $5 billion in dividends to Ohio
employers to ease the continued financial impact from the COVID-19 pandemic.
‘This pandemic is unprecedented, and continues to financially impact Ohio employers and
businesses,” said Governor DeWine. “Issuing these dividends is important. This is about
keeping businesses open and people employed.”
If approved by BWC’s Board of Directors, it would bring the total dividend dollars for
employers this year to nearly $8 billion.

Also on Wednesday, Governor DeWine signed House Bill 211. House Bill 211, sponsored by
Former Representative Steve Arndt, modifies the process for auctioning abandoned watercraft
vessels and outboard motors valued at less than $10,000.

On Thursday, Governor DeWine announced that Ohio has hit a record number of cases
reported in a single 24-hour period. Between Wednesday and Thursday, health officials
reported a total of 3,590 new positive coronavirus cases in Ohio which is more than 700 cases
more than the previous high number of cases reported last Saturday. A total of 194 new
hospitalizations were also reported in that period, the third-highest number of hospitalizations
reported in a single day so far.
"The virus is raging throughout the state, and there is no place to hide," said Governor
DeWine. "We must face this virus head-on with the tools that we know can beat this virus
back: masks, social distancing, washing hands frequently, and good ventilation when inside."
UPDATED OHIO PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY
New health data compiled by the Ohio Department of Health found that 43 counties currently
have a very high risk of exposure and spread (Red Level 3), up from 38 counties last week.
This represents the highest number of Red Level 3 counties since the launch of the advisory
system in July. As of today, 78 percent of Ohioans are living in a Red Level 3 county. Less than
1 percent of Ohioans live in a Yellow Level 1 county.
"Despite the grim data that we see today, I am confident that we can slow down this invader,"
said Governor DeWine. "The decisions Ohioans make each day will determine the outcome of
this battle. We must mask more, keep distance more, and simply be more careful. We can
control our destiny."

Although Clark, Cuyahoga, and Hamilton counties are no longer listed on Ohio's watch list,
there are still serious concerns about spread of the coronavirus in these counties.
"Our alert system is designed to flag indicators that are getting worse, and what we are seeing is
that these three counties have plateaued at high levels," said Governor DeWine.
A county-by-county breakdown outlining the presence of COVID-19 in all of Ohio's 88
counties can be found on the Ohio Public Health Advisory System's website.
COVID DEFENSE TEAMS
Governor DeWine called on community leaders in each county to immediately form a local
COVID Defense Team consisting of county commissioners, mayors, local hospital leaders,
health commissioners, business leaders, religious leaders, and other local leaders.

Each COVID Defense Team will be responsible for assessing COVID-19 spread in their
communities, taking inventory of the assets in the community, and focusing on what steps are
necessary to slow the spread of the coronavirus among their citizens.
LEARNING AID
Governor DeWine announced that the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities has
partnered with Governor DeWine’s Children’s Initiative to provide financial support
to families who may need supplemental assistance outside of what is provided by their child's
Individualized Education Programs (IEP).
Learning Aid Ohio was created to connect tutors, aides, or in-home providers who can offer
distance learning support for students with disabilities on IEPs. The primary goal of Learning
Aid Ohio is to provide opportunities for meaningful educational experiences for students on
IEPs learning full-time on a digital platform.
Applications can be submitted at www.LearningOhio.com.

As of Friday, there are 212,782 confirmed and probable cases of COVID-19 in Ohio and 5,291
confirmed and probable COVID-19 deaths. A total of 18,969 people have been hospitalized,
including 3,841 admissions to intensive care units. In-depth data can be accessed by
visiting coronavirus.ohio.gov.
For more information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1833-4-ASK-ODH.

An open letter from Governor DeWine to the people of Ohio in the final days before the election calling for unity
and renewed commitment to fighting the coronavirus.
November 1, 2020
My Fellow Ohioans:
On this Sunday before Election Day, I encourage you to vote if you have not already done so.
Exercise and enjoy this sacred right that we, as Americans, hold so dear.

Even in calmer times when we were less divided, rhetoric in the final throes of top-of-theticket campaigns almost always has been hot, animated, and somewhat exaggerated. Today,
however, we truly have a nation more divided than any of us can remember. It seems that
many on each side genuinely feel our country will fall apart if the other side wins.
Despite this deep divide, there is still so much more that pulls us together than tears us apart.
In these rancorous times, we must remember who we are and what we stand for–freedom,
liberty, the rule of law, government by the consent of the governed, and opportunity for all,
where everyone has a chance to live up to his or her God-given potential and live their
American dream.
Today, and for some time to come, we also share a common enemy–one that cares not
whether we voted for Donald Trump or Joe Biden; an enemy that is relentless and clearly on
the march. This enemy has invaded our nation, stealing nearly 230,000 American lives and at
least 5,300 Ohio lives–all on our own soil. Throughout our history, in the face of a shared
enemy, we have come together as a people, whether we were in the midst of a war or a national
disaster, such as a flood or tornado.
As we confront this new enemy, time is not on our side. We must focus. We must rally
together. And, in two days when this election is over, we must–as Ohioans–immediately pull
together to fight it.
The stakes could not be higher.
Congress needs to quickly pass a bipartisan Covid-19 relief bill. But each one of us also has an
obligation. We all need to protect each other–our families, our friends, our neighbors, and
Ohioans we don't even know. We must do this to keep the virus at bay until we get the
vaccine. And when we do, we will need the voices of both parties emphasizing the importance
of getting that vaccine out and of people choosing to receive it.
It has been said, "One can find common ground only by moving to higher ground." Now is
the time to move to that higher ground. We must come together as Ohioans have always done.
We must put the past behind to move forward.
Ohioans always have been a forward-looking people! It was Ohioans who invented flight and
allowed the world to take to the skies–and beyond. And though we are inspired to dream big
and have led the way to the heavens, we've only done so through a relentless focus on detail,
achieved by working together with our feet firmly on the ground.
We are practical. We are problem solvers. We are inventors, laborers, and exceedingly hard
workers, with a special kind of grit, resolve, and determination. Show Ohioans a problem–and
we will show you a solution!

That's what Ohioans do. That is who we are. We are people who unite in the toughest of
times, because our shared bonds will always be stronger than our differences.
Very respectfully yours,

Mike DeWine
Governor

