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Chairman Brown, Vice Chairman Blessing, Ranking Member Clyde and members of the 

House Government Accountability and Oversight Committee. Thank you for the 

opportunity to submit proponent testimony on Senate Bill (SB) 63, legislation that would 

create an online voter registration system for the state of Ohio. 

 

My name is Michelle Francis and I am the Director of Government and Legal Services 

for the Ohio Library Council (OLC). The testimony I am submitting today is on behalf of 

the OLC, Ohio’s 251 public libraries and the 9 million Ohio library cardholders we serve. 

 

Ohio’s public libraries are the cornerstone of their local communities. We play a key role 

in the ever changing economic, social and technological aspects of society. 

 

We are often the only place where citizens can come for free Internet access and use of 

public computers. In Ohio, we know that the digital divide is real - 28% of the 

households in the state do not have broadband access. Libraries play an essential role 

in bridging that divide and not just through access to the Internet. Last year, Ohioans 

used computers in public libraries more than 20 million times. 

 

Under current law, O.R.C. Section 3503.10 designates Ohio’s public libraries as voter 

registration locations. It is customary for Ohioans to visit their local library to register to 

vote or to update their current voter registration. Therefore, even though the traditional 

paper format will still be available, online voter registration is simply a modern and 

convenient approach to a service that is already provided. 

 

In addition to voter registration, numerous public library buildings across the state serve 

as polling locations on Election Day. Also, it is not uncommon for many county boards 

of elections to utilize public library meeting room space to conduct poll worker training. 

 



In conclusion, public libraries are in the business of providing services to Ohioans and 

helping our patrons. The OLC is happy to lend our support to SB 63 and the creation of 

an online voter registration system through the Ohio Secretary of State’s Office. 

 

Thank you for your time. 


