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What is the Ohio Library Council? 
The Ohio Library Council (OLC) is a professional association that represents the interests of Ohio’s 251 
public library systems, their trustees, administrators, staffs, and Friends groups. The association 
provides legal information, advocacy representation and professional development services to its 
members – rural, suburban and urban. 
 
Often referred to as “the best libraries in the country,” Ohio’s public libraries offer outstanding programs 
and services, have the highest usage per capita in the nation, and serve more than 8.7 million library 
cardholders throughout the state. This standard of quality library service would not be possible without 
the long-standing support of the Ohio General Assembly and the state funding public libraries receive 
through the Public Library Fund (PLF). 
 
The state’s investment in public libraries through the PLF is returned to Ohio’s citizens in the form of 
various essential services. Each public library is unique and provides services based on the needs of its 
customers. Today’s public libraries provide dedicated spaces for public meetings and study areas, 
technology and Internet access, as well as classes and job search assistance. 
 
Recent studies have shown that for every $1 spent by Ohio’s public libraries, Ohio and its citizens 
receive $5.48 in economic value. 
 
Advocacy 
As the voice for Ohio’s public libraries, the OLC proactively safeguards the interests of its members and 
the essential services they provide to citizens throughout the state with a focused commitment to 
ensuring adequate state funding. The organization represents its members on various issues impacting 
libraries before the General Assembly, the Administration and other state offices, including the 
Departments of Taxation and Education, the Auditor of State’s Office, the Ohio Attorney General’s 
Office and the Secretary of State’s Office. In addition to providing a voice at the state level, the OLC 
speaks on behalf of Ohio’s public libraries at the federal level and around the country. 
 
Professional Development 
At the heart of the excellent services and programs being delivered by Ohio’s public libraries are well-
trained staff and knowledgeable volunteer leaders. By offering a comprehensive array of value-added, 
high-quality educational content and programs, the OLC helps each of its member-institutions cultivate 
staff, board members, and volunteers who are prepared to provide outstanding service to their 
customers and their communities. 
 
Information 
The OLC is the authoritative source of information on issues impacting Ohio’s public libraries. The 
organization identifies, analyzes, and responds to current issues and emerging trends that impact 
public libraries, delivers knowledge-based information on public library governance, administration, and 
operations, and responds to members’ questions and concerns with fast and efficient access to 
valuable information and resources. 
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Savings for Members 
In an effort to save Ohio’s public libraries both time and money, the OLC has partnered with the 
Sourcing Alliance to offer business services and products at group discounted rates. The Sourcing 
Alliance is a collaboration of local, regional, and national group purchasing organizations and has 
established master contracts with suppliers for a broad range of products and services. Libraries can 
purchase products and services through these master contracts to expedite the procurement process, 
and benefit from aggressive pricing and better terms and conditions than they could achieve on their 
own. 
 
In addition, the OLC sponsors a workers’ compensation group rating program that saves participating 
libraries hundreds of thousands of dollars a year in premiums and trains staffs to minimize worker 
injuries. 
 
 

 
 

 
Fast Facts 

 
• Ohioans make more than 77 million library visits a year. 

 
• More than 8.7 million Ohioans are library cardholders. 

 
• Ohioans use public library computers more than 19 million times a year. 

 
• More than 15.8 million digital materials – eBooks, music, movies, and magazines are 

downloaded by Ohioans from public libraries a year. 
 

• More than 1.6 million Ohioans participated in summer reading programs and 
activities in 2016. 
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